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Global Faith Movements: 3 dominant features of blessing:
1. Charismatic healings: word-of-faith

2. Prosperity theologies: health-wealth 

3. Positive Thinking: power of/in faith
Think: the ‘Prosperity Gospel’ vs ‘biblical’ teachings on prosperity
· Spiritual laws that govern:  formulae..

· Instantism: divine right to name-claim

· Because of Jesus’ atonement guarantee 

· Procreated by exercise of positive faith
Roots: of the ‘Prosperity Gospel’
Word-of-faith; name-it-claim-it; health-wealth

1. Faith ‘pentecostal’ healing evangelists- US

2. Power of +ive thinking by businessmen- $ 

3. Cultic Mind Science: ‘Word’ +ive confession

…An Adaptive, Syncretistic, Pragmatic theology

Consequences / Effects of any message on healing & prosperity
…If/when blessing/healing goes not come!?

1. Psychosomatic cravings…crises!

2. Emotional stress ‘prayers of faith’

3. Socio-cultural and religious norms
Human existential needs: Who? recognizes, addresses, shares, cares!
1. Poverty = need, plenty = greed

2. Problem: primary health is wealth!

3. Religion versus Spirituality (faith)

4. Political revolution vs. Spiritual root! 
‘Mediators’ of com-passion: The power of love vs. love of power? 
· charismata (gifted) for com-fort

· modern guru= material go-between 

· Disciple versus ‘devotee’ making

· material world renounce / (re)affirm
3Jn1:2 - theological foundations; Prosper in mind-soul-body
· Spiritual: forgiveness of sins (mind)

· Emotional: manifestations of ‘power’

· Physical: prosper body / health 

· Material: by extension = wealth
Selective verses; special revelations: When healing does/not come?
… Playing with & destroying emotions: 

· God certainly does heal, but why?

· ‘healings’: Not unique to Christianity!

· Catharsis, Placebos, mass Hysteria? 

· Scientific testing: before and after?  

· Pastorally mending or faith damaging?
Means to name-and-claim theology: selective verses; special revelations
Charismatic healings: word-of-faith mania

· Manifestations: tongues in other faiths

· Sovereignty: command/demand- heal!

· The Miraculous, Magical or Medical??? 

· Discern: Is it a rod, a thorn or a cross?
What ‘healing’ is in the Atonement? Emotions if healing does/not happen
Jesus suffered & died primarily for our…? = Sins! (Isa 53:6, Matt. 8:16-17; 1 Pet.2:24)

1. Fervency: Prayer use Oil? Fasting? How long? 

2. Expectancy: Faith whose? how much? In?

3. Potency: Power/nature = Divine or Demonic?

4. Agency: grace-gifts of power and/or service
When is it ‘Christian Healing’? Without false promises & pitfall? When…
· Is it grounded in God’s Word Bible-based? 

· Is it Christ-centred and glorifies Him alone?

· Is it done with the Spirit full of grace & truth?

· Is it building or dividing the (local) Church?
· Is it collaborating prayer with medicine?
When is it NOT ‘Christian healing’ But only emotionally damaging?! 
· Excessive Triumphalism: Where is the cross?
· Following Signs: pursuing healing v holiness?

· Demonizing diseases; dancing with the Devil?
· Disassociating our prayers from v. medicine?

· Marketing miracles - showbiz v loving mercy?

· Healing/s: guarantee v. gift/signs of kingdom

Six ‘Healthy’ Paradigm Shifts in Healthcare: From…

1. Patient as Customer -> to patient as Guest
2. Curing to Healing
3. Individualism to Community formation
4. needless pain to redemptive suffering

5. God Transcendent to God Imminent

6. passive suffer to active participant

10 Theses - ‘Christian’ faith, Emotional Healing and Wholeness 
1. Grace to care and Gifts that heal/cure

2. Timing: now & not yet; Cross/kingdom

3. God’s sovereign/faithful - Human faith

4. The objective Word & subjective Spirit

5. Wholeness: Miracles and Social Justice 
6. Maintain mystery; meet material need

7. Gospel incarnate; Culture syncretistic?

8. God the Healer; a gift not merchandize

9. Personal wholeness / community uplift
10. Wounded healers: living in creative, corrective tension


keeping the paradox and mystery in the practice of ‘Christian’ healing
